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Who We Are and What We Do 

Shared Agenda 
 
Payments designed to cut waste 
or reflective of performance 

•20% by 2020 
 
Leverage purchasers and create 
alignment 

•Model RFI, contracts and 
plan user groups 

 
Implement Innovations 

• Price transparency 
•Reference/value pricing 
•Maternity payment reform 
•Enhance provider 
competition 

www.catalyzepaymentreform.org 

 

November 12, 2013 3 



What is Price Transparency? 
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Price transparency is “the availability of provider-specific 
information on the price for a specific health care service or set of 
services to consumers and other interested parties” 

 
Price is “an estimate of a consumer’s complete health care cost on 

a health care service or set of services that (1) reflects any 
negotiated discounts; (2) is inclusive of all costs to the consumer 
associated with a service or services, including hospital, physician 
and lab fees; and, (3) identifies the consumer’s out-of-pocket costs 
(such as co-pays, co-insurance and deductibles).” 
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Why is Price Transparency 
Needed? 
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Purchasers facing rising healthcare expenditures are asking 
consumers to take on more financial responsibility, motivating 
them to seek more efficient, higher-quality care 
 
Purchasers believe that pressure from consumers is a powerful, 
underused lever for improving quality and efficiency  
 
For this strategy to succeed, unwarranted price variation needs to 
be exposed and consumers need price transparency to help 
identify high-value providers  

CPR purchasers cannot imagine a future health care 
system without transparency 

1. 

2. 

3. 



Report Card on State Price Transparency 
Laws 
Overview of methodology, resources, and findings 

Prepared in partnership with HCI3 

 



Project Goal 

1. To assess state laws on transparency 

 Do existing state laws provide assurance that 

consumers will have adequate access to health care 

price information? 

2. To spur action  

 Private and public sector needs to steps forward and 

provide all of the health care price information 

consumers need.  Today’s laws are too narrow in scope. 
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Review of State Laws 
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Grading Criteria  
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Resources 
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Best Practices: Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire 
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The rest of the pack: 5 Bs, 7Cs, 7 
Ds, 29Fs 
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Summary Table – New York 
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Summary based on NY Public Health Law §2816 and subsequent amendments 
• Scope of data collection includes hospitals, all ambulatory facilities, 

emergency departments, outpatient clinics 
• Reports from SPARCS data 

 
 

If NY required information on both practitioners and facilities, paid 
amounts, and all inpatient and outpatient data, reported on a publicly 

available, searchable website, it would have gotten an A. 



Implications and Actions  

State-wide laws not cutting it, but may evolve 

Information alone does not change behavior 

How you can advance transparency 

 Use CPR’s Health Plan sourcing, contracting and management 

tools to hold health plans and providers accountable – it’s up to 

the market  

 Hold vendors to CPR’s specifications 

 Reform payment methods – new methods like bundled payment 

will make more sense to consumers 

 Design benefits to help consumers select highest-value providers 

 Advocate for state to step in like in MA and NH if industry doesn’t 

step forward 

www.catalyzepaymentreform.org 

 

14 November 12, 2013 



Contact Information and Questions 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:  
www.catalyzepaymentreform.org 

 
CONTACT:  

Andréa Caballero 
acaballero@catalyzepaymentreform.org  
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