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Who are our
post-9/11 veterans?



Military Deployments (2001-2015)

See: Wenger, Jennie W., Caolionn O'Connell, and Linda Cottrell, Examination of Recent Deployment Experience Across the Services 
and Components. Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation, 2018. https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1928.html
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Source: VA, Profile of Post-9/11 Veterans, https://www.va.gov/vetdata/docs/SpecialReports/Post_911_Veterans_Profile_2016.pdf



What health challenges face 
our post-9/11 veterans?



Service-connected 
condition

Individual income 
below $35–55k

VA budget is annual 
appropriation

Minimum service 
requirement

Not all veterans are eligible for VA health care:



30

25

20

15

10

5

0

Veterans

Patients

Millions

Fiscal year

Demand for VA health care is increasing 
even as veteran population is shrinking
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VA patients are more likely to be diagnosed with many 
common health conditions
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Demand for VA care will evolve by 2024

• Demand will increase for the next few years and then 
likely level off as population stabilizes

• The VA patient population will evolve
– Current VA patient population will become older and less 

healthy
– Post-9/11 veterans will grow as a share of the population 
– The geographic location of veterans will change

• The future is uncertain
– A new conflict could increase demand for VA services by 

500,000-925,000 new VA patients



What health challenges face 
New York veterans?



Veterans’ Health in New York

Tanielian, Terri, Carrie M. Farmer, Rachel M. Burns, Erin L. Duffy, and Claude Messan Setodji, Ready or Not? Assessing the Capacity of New York 
State Health Care Providers to Meet the Needs of Veterans, Santa Monica, Calif.: RAND Corporation, RR-2298-NYSHF, 2018. As of May 04, 2018: 
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2298.html



VA Experience in the New York 
Private Sector Health Care Market



As the number of 
criteria for readiness 

to serve veterans 
increases, the 

percentage of ready 
providers decreases:





Future issues and choices facing
post-9/11 veterans



What is our social contract of service?



What will be the trajectory of the post-9/11 
veterans cohort?



What is the optimal blend of public, private and 
nonprofit effort to serve veterans?



How will American society and communities 
relate to and serve veterans in the future?
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